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Widely regarded as the modern C. S. Lewis, N. T. Wright, one of the world’s most trusted and
popular Bible scholars and the bestselling author of Simply Christian and Surprised by Hope,
presents a manifesto urging Christians to live and pray the Bible’s Psalms in The Case for the
Psalms.Wright seeks to reclaim the power of the Psalms, which were once at the core of prayer
life. He argues that, by praying and living the Psalms, we enter into a worldview, a way of
communing with God and knowing him more intimately, and receive a map by which we
understand the contours and direction of our lives. For this reason, all Christians need to read,
pray, sing, and live the Psalms. By providing the historical, literary, and spiritual contexts for
reading these hymns from ancient Israel’s songbook, The Case for the Psalms provides the tools
for incorporating these divine poems into our sacred practices and into our spirituality itself.

From BooklistProlific New Testament scholar Wright fears that the contemporary praise-song is
crowding out the ancient Hebrew prayer-songs that have traditionally informed Christian liturgy
and personal devotion. The Psalms constituted Jesus’ and his followers’ hymnal, he reminds us,
and then proceeds in three chapters to argue their merits for those who read, recite, and sing
them regularly. Such use of the Psalms allows the worshipper to appreciate and dwell in God’s
time—where past and future meet in the present; in God’s space, here called Jerusalem and the
Temple, both of which Christianity came to see as the whole world and the human heart; and in
the midst of God’s good matter, the physical Creation. Wright advances his explanation of the
Psalms’ special efficacies through generous quotations, and he uses a final chapter to tell some
stories of particular psalms’ effects on his spiritual development. He also writes a context for
what he quotes that is almost as graceful, if not as stunningly beautiful, as the Psalms
themselves. --Ray OlsonReview“A characteristic blend of learning, personal insight and spiritual
perception. This book will be of enormous help to Christians who want to know how to make
fuller use of one of the greatest scriptural resources for prayer.” — Rowan Williams, former
Archbishop of Canterbury“Prayer is an act of rebellion. In this incisive and fresh look at the Book
of the Psalms, N. T. Wright invites us to enter an alternative worldview that the Psalms embody.
Let this book lead you to the Psalms―but beware, it’s the wardrobe door into a new world order.”
— Scot McKnight, author of The King Jesus Gospel“In The Case for the Psalms, Tom Wright
invites readers to enter the biblical world of praise and prayer and be transformed by it. With
characteristic clarity, vividness, and depth, Wright’s book will not only encourage you to read the
Psalms, but to live them.” — Peter Enns, author of The Evolution of Adam: What the Bible Does
and Doesn't Say about Human Origins“N. T. Wright urges both believers and church
communities to revive the practice of praying, singing, living and ‘breathing’ psalms in everyday
life…Helpful for pastors or any Christian seeking a new perspective on the Psalms.” — Bible



Study Magazine“All our greatest treasures have a way of getting lost--then rediscovered. I can
think of few greater treasures than the great songbook of the songs. I can think of no one better
suited to explaining why and how they are to be treasured than N. T. Wright.” — John Ortberg,
author of Who Is This Man?“Wright… knows the Bible about as well as he knows his name, and
on this go plumbs the Psalms. The author’s reflections are pastoral, urging the reader to
understand and then pray and sing the Psalms.” — Publishers Weekly“Wright finds both
personal and ecclesiastical possibilities in the Psalms . . . mining poems for their meaning,
seeking context, and searching for resonances in other locations . . . both informed and
affecting.” — Library Journal“[N.T. Wright] writes a context for what he quotes that is almost as
graceful, if not as stunningly beautiful, as the Psalms themselves.” — BooklistFrom the Back
CoverOne of the world's most trusted Bible scholars, N. T. Wright turns his attention to the
central collection of prayers that Jesus and Paul knew best: the book of Psalms. Wright points
out that the Psalms have served as the central prayer and hymnbook for the church since its
beginning—until now. In The Case for the Psalms, Wright calls us to return to the Psalms as a
steady, vital component of healthy Christian living.Reading, studying, and praying the Psalms is
God's means for teaching us what it means to be human: how to express our emotions and
yearnings, how to reconcile our anger and our compassion, how to see our story in light of God's
sweeping narrative of salvation. Wright provides the tools for understanding and incorporating
these crucial verses into our own lives. His conclusion is simple: all Christians need to read, pray,
sing, and live the Psalms.About the AuthorN. T. Wright is the former Bishop of Durham in the
Church of England and one of the world’s leading Bible scholars. He serves as the chair of New
Testament and Early Christianity at the School of Divinity at the University of St. Andrews as well
as Senior Research Fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University. He has been featured on ABC
News, Dateline, The Colbert Report, and Fresh Air. Wright is the award-winning author of many
books, including Paul: A Biography, Simply Christian, Surprised by Hope, The Day the
Revolution Began, Simply Jesus, After You Believe, and Scripture and the Authority of
God.Read more
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Jerry L. Hillyer, II, “The Psalms and the Church. Title: The Case for the PsalmsAuthor: N. T.
Wright (Unofficial)NT Wright: Amazon PagePublisher: Harper Collins; HarperOnePage Count:
200Date: 2013There are many preachers and theologians I admire to the point of buying
anything they write and listening to anything they preach. Among them are Eugene Peterson,
D.A. Carson, Frederick Buechner, David Wells, Tim Keller, and Eddie Vedder. I am, however,
especially fond of N.T. Wright.When I was in Bible college and especially after I started
preaching in the church, there were always aspects of the Bible that bothered me: things didn't
make chronological sense, this verse seemed to contradict that verse, and so on. Then one day I
finally figured out that N.T. Wright was not the same person as H.N. Wright and I started reading.
And I haven't stopped. His theology simply makes sense to me of all those verses I couldn't
reconcile with one another and all those contradictory things are no longer contradictory. And
while I still have several volumes I need to read, I have read a great deal of Wright's work and
listened to countless lectures/sermons he has preached.When I was given an amazon.com gift
card for a Christmas gift, I knew some new N.T. Wright would soon be in my hands. The Case for
the Psalms: Why They are Essential was the first volume I read (currently I'm reading How God
Became King and after that will be Scripture and the Authority of God.)The Case for the Psalms
is a small volume--an aspect that sort of bothered me--but it is a Wright's call for the church to
return to the Hebrews Psalter. I agree. I think there is not enough use of the Psalms in the
worship (except for a rather shallow use) or in the church in general. Jesus taught us the value--a
terrible word--of the Psalms when he uttered in prayer Psalm 22 while was being crucified. Why
don't we pray the Psalms in the church? Maybe we are afraid of the language of the psalmists
who pray prayers about God destroying enemies and bashing the heads of babies against rocks.
Maybe the Psalms are too personal for us in the West. How does a Christian, not least a
modern Christian who values our developed Western democracy, pray these lines? (44)There is
a reason the Psalms use this language--and worse--in prayer to God. It validates our experience,
it confirms our pathos, and justifies our wailing, gut-wrenching pleas to God: is there anything we
can say to God that is offensive when offered in the context of prayer? That is why this book is
not so much an invitation to study the Psalms--though that, too, is an immensely worthwhile
exercise--but to pray and live the Psalms. (22)The Psalms seem to think not, and if we do not
have words of our own to express our deepest anger, grief, pain, or joy we have the Psalms.
What better place can we go to find words to offer back to God?Another important aspect of
Wright's thoughts is that the Psalms are more than mere words on paper. The Psalms are
transformative--when practiced continuously, carefully, and predictably, the Psalms change us:
And the Psalms are there to enable people not only to become aware of this possible change
but actually to help bring it about. (158)It is a matter for all of us to take seriously. I have begun
this very thing: reading 5 Psalms per day, in order, throughout the day instead of all at one
sitting.Finally, as with everything Wright puts on paper or into the air, the Psalms are about



showing us Jesus: Here is the challenge for those who take the New Testament seriously: trying
singing those Psalms christologically, thinking of Jesus as their ultimate fulfillment. See how they
sound, what they do, where they take you. (110)The book fits nicely with Wright's theology of
God becoming king. In fact, it is an invitation for the reader of the Psalms, the pray-er of the
Psalms, the singer of the Psalms to get in sync with God in space, time, and matter. The Psalms
teach us how to 'offer ourselves as living sacrifices' (Romans 12). The Psalms teach us to
number our days.The aspect of this book that I enjoyed the most was the last chapter where
Wright makes a connection between the Psalms and his life. I thoroughly enjoyed learning about
his life and the things that have shaped him. Yet what I found is that he always tied his life to
Scripture. Wright lets down the curtain for a minute or two and allows us to see his humanity--
that side of him that has been shaped by Scripture, not just the side of him who has made
understanding Scripture his life.I actualy found myself doing this just yesterday when we found
ourselves 'trapped' in the house due to frighteningly cold temperatures and a power outage. I
had been reading through Psalms 8 through 12 during the day and shortly after the power went
out, I found myself reading Psalm 11: "In the Lord I can take refuge" (v 1). It was cold. It was
getting colder. The house was empty because my wife and sons had gone to warm houses. It
was dark. Yet 'in the Lord I could take refuge.' It was a lot of comfort during a short period of
physical discomfort of hear those words at just the right time.It made me wonder how many
times I had missed hearing God's voice in other difficult, disastrous, or discomfiting times.Only a
couple of things bothered me about the book itself. One, I wish the book had been larger and
longer. I read it in a day and wish it had taken me two. It felt rushed. Two, I wish the section
dividers had been more than a mere double-space. Some headings would have made the text
flow and connect better.I rate this book 5/5 stars simply because if it did nothing else, it gave me
the courage to start reading the Psalms all over again. And to pray them too. Which means I
have started learning how to talk to the Father again.- See more at: [...]”

Corvin Rok, “Essential Guidebook for the Psalms!. The weight of most books by NT Wright focus
on biblical history, theological concepts and important themes that flow as the undercurrent of
the biblical narrative and its teachings. Most prominent of these is Wright's understanding of the
mission of Christ, his place in Hebrew history, his embodiment of so many concepts (such as
Torah, Temple and prophet), and the kind of kingdom that He inaugurated and passed on to the
Christian church through the apostles and early disciples. What all this teaching does, however,
can only be properly understood through the world in which Jesus was originally speaking- the
world of the first century Jewish tradition. And nothing so profoundly and deeply saturated the
Jewish tradition and devotion as the poems and songs of the Old Testament: The Psalms.This
book is not so much a technical treatise of its main theological components (though that is
reflected on). Nor is it an indepth examination of the groupings of the Psalms, or even a detailed
exegesis of many or even a few of the Psalms. Instead, this book is NT Wright's personal
exploration and explanation of the power and depth of life lived and breathed within the life of the



Psalms, as a center of devotional life.As per usual, Wright centers his readers in the context of
who and what we are.God created humans in the beginning to be his vice rulers over the
world.1From there, the author launches into a swift but careful journey through not only how the
Psalms are important to us but why- pointing to the rich heritage that the Jews, and later the
early Christians, had with the Psalms as their foundation for devotion and liturgy. Not just that,
but he convincingly explains the personal connection of Christ with the Psalms, not just as a
forerunning text prophetically announcing Jesus, but as a seminal text which Jesus lived and
breathed:This means, of course, that the Psalms were the hymnbook that Jesus and his first
followers would have known by heart.2All the while, Wright is not trying to place technical proof
for later study in the professional minister's teaching war-chest. Rather, he is outlining the real
reason that the Psalms are so unique in their vocation as the sub text of the Christian life-
because they are so profoundly human. As Wright puts it:The Psalter forms the great epic poem
of the creator and covenant God who will at the last visit and redeem his people and, with them,
his whole creation.3The book is arranged in sections primarily answering how the use of the
Psalms explore and invite the reader into the reality of God's kingdom. It is a reality which
infuses us with the wholly right kind of Christian "worldview", not expressed in or as politics and
dogma, but as the time, space and matter through which God, the world, and human beings
encounter each other. These three concepts of God's time, God's space and God's matter are at
the heart of Wright's exploration of the Psalms.And if that were all the book contained, it would
be well worth your time and investment. But there is something more personal for Wright here.
The last two sections of the book (which, at just a couple hundred pages, is much shorter than
almost all of his other works) contain a personal testimony and appeal to the church to consider
the Psalms as their own life-transforming songbook and poetry.As a worship leader, writer,
Christian, husband, father and leader I have recently found a deeper longing for spiritual
formation through the ancient texts of the Psalms. This last year, our own local church has had a
program of reading (twice) through the Psalms for us to do as a community as well. Along with
this practice and reading this book, I have found a new depth of closeness with God. It isn't
something mystical, really. Just a profound knowing that the story that I am in is part of the
broader story- my struggles, joys, pains, hopes and loss are understood and shared, not just by
the God whom I worship but by the history of humanity trying to find Him in every day lives.This
is another excellent book by NT Wright. It is easily his most personal and passionate work. If you
are worship leader, this should be your #1 next book to read. But any person at any place in life
could really benefit from this book. And then, follow its prescription- read the Psalms. Daily.
Regularly. After Simply Christian, this is my favorite book from NT Wright. Excellent.Review by
Kim GentesWright, N. T. (2013-09-03). The Case for the Psalms: Why They Are Essential (Kindle
Location 576). HarperCollins. Kindle Edition.Ibid. (page 11)Ibid. (page 33)”

John Goddard, “Poetry of transformation.... N.T. (Tom) Wright (previously Bishop of Durham and
currently Chair of NT and Early Christianity at St Andrews) is always worth listening to, and this



book is no exception. He makes a personal and passionate case for a greater emphasis on the
Psalms within the liturgy of the church and the spirituality of Christians.His case is rooted in an
understanding of the original context of the Psalms (especially in the Temple worship of Israel)
but is far from being simply a study of history and context. Rather he sees the Psalms as
transformative: 'The regular praying and singing of the Psalms is transformative. It changes the
way we understand some of the deepest elements of who we are, or rather, who, when, and
what we are: we are creatures of space, time, and matter, and though we take our normal
understandings of these for granted... the Psalms will gently but firmly transform our
understandings of all of them.'This book is readable and accessible, thoughtful and helpful, and
although relatively brief it would serve as a good stimulus to reconnect yourself or your church
with the Psalms in ways old and new. Based on reflections originally delivered in 2012 at a
conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan, this book occasionally feels like an accumulation of talks
rather than a planned work, but maybe that is in keeping with its subject!If you are currently
ploughing through volumes in his Christian Origins and the Question of God series then this
book would provide light relief. If you are a regular user of his New Testament for Everyone
series then this will be a good place to turn. A good book that has done me good!”

J. Talbot, “Five Stars. excellent”

Daunavan Buyer, “Amazing Little Book. This book is a beautiful companion to the Psalms. While
it is not too thorough, it still provides in depth analysis about why the Psalms are important and
how we are invited to allow the Psalms to speak into our lives. Wright has a high value for this
book of the Bible and it really shines through in every page.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 291 people have provided feedback.
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